A WALKING TOUR OF THE HISTORIC IRVINGTON NEIGHBORHOD

A brief history of Irvington

PORTLAND was called “The Clearing” before the tolad a name. Prior to 1845, there was nothing niare t
a meadow on the west bank of the Willamette halflvatyveen Fort Vancouver and Oregon City. As thentow
grew commerce was conducted by ships and fertiese twas no rail line. The first rail line was Iboin the
east bank of the river and in 1870 a new city naiast Portland was chartered. With the openinfefirst
bridge in 1887, consolidation of the two cities viaavitable. The west bank of the Willamette wamheed in
by the river and hills but the wooded east sidevided nearly unlimited land for
expansion.

The Irvington neighborhood evolved from the Captéiilliam Irving Donation Land :
Claim. Born in Scotland in 1816, Irving was a setain by the age of 25. Afte &
profiting by carrying supplies to the gold fieldarohg the California Gold Rush, he
arrived in Portland in 1849. In 1852, Irving and kiife, Elizabeth, obtained a 644 ac !

: land claim on the east side of the Willamette Riged built a log
cabin. A Carpenter Gothic Victorian soon took itmge. After
Irving’s death in 1872, his widow became involvedithw .
development of the remaining acreage in partnersfiifp several — /" e ey
adjacent land holders.

Strict covenants including minimum setbacks andstrotion costs were placed on the lots.
All commercial development was prohibited; no stabbr barns were permitted. Water
mains were laid, the streets were graveled, anddem@lank sidewalks were built. Electric
trolleys carried residents to the west side ofdihe

o

«,mj/‘
7 By 1904, concrete curbs and sidewalks were beinggoband modern improvements such as

asphalt streets, piped gas and electricity wereiged by the developers. Iron rings to tether egeihorses
remain throughout the neighborhood.

The Lewis & Clark Centennial Exposition and Fair1805 drew 2.5 million visitors; many came to stay.
Portland was now the leading lumber manufacturibgia the United States. Irvington development tamuned
to prosper as more blocks were cleared and prefiareesidential use. Irvington School was congedc

Many grand and elegant homes were built in theogehetween 1905 and 1920. Through the 1920's and
1930's, Irvington maintained most of its prestiggatharacter as only a few lots were available améf new
homes were built. However, hard times forced soasidents who owned double lots to sell one and more
houses were built. Many of these homes were “Endlisdor cottages” and well built due to the aburndaof
cheap labor. “Cape Cod” Colonial Revival and Madéeean architectural styles also appeared.

After WWII, social and economic pressures begahaee an impact on the area. Many servicemen vére w
mustered out in Portland chose to stay in the @eme home owners moved to the suburbs as thegdfear
unrest and property value declines as minoritydesdis moved into the neighborhood. Banks engagedd
lining, making it difficult for home buyers to gétans. The city lowered or relaxed zoning requiretsie
Developers bought up blocks of houses, demolisheaht and built multi-family housing.

Numerous large and elegant homes were also tumiedaoming and boarding houses. Three modern bhurc
buildings, previously not permitted, were builttire residential portion of the neighborhood whéne homes
had once stood. In the 1960’s the city proposethgathe area from NE 15to the Willamette River for
industrial development.

Fearing further deterioration of the neighborhoimd 1964 the Irvington Community Association (ICAyasv
formed by visionary residents in an attempt totedizie the neighborhood and preserve the histodlcatacter.



In 1967, 20 residents opened up their homes fastaric home tour. This was the first official hortaur in
Portland and reoccurred several times throughaufl870’s. The ICA also addressed the "red lining’'blanks
and pressured the city to enforce zoning laws.

By the 1980’'s the area had become reenergizedte®sh in restoration and preservation took holike Key
was resident participation, not government assistain 1982 the Historic Irvington Home Tour becaame
annual May event to support neighborhood improvemasjects and community charities.

This walking tour of homes constructed between 1&%d 1914 is a good introduction to the wonderariaty
of building styles that distinguishes Irvington.hel' boundary spans an area from NE 27th to NE &st (®
west) and from NE Fremont to NE Broadway (nortlsaath). The following tour covers a small portion.

If you are interested in viewing interior photognapmany of the homes on this walking tour havenifeatured
on previous tours and can be referenced by addressr web site. The annual tour is held the tBindday of
May. Tickets and additional information can berfdwn our web site.

irvingtonhometour.com

Begin your tour at NE 21st and NE Thompson, proogest to NE 18th, north to NE Tillamook, east to NE
22nd, south to NE Thompson, west to NE 21st. Netane of the houses are corner lots that facdeastieet
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Please respect the privacy of the homeowners.
Houses are identified by the name of the first awne



2043 NE Tillamook. The James Costello House. .1®ithe early years
of the 20th century, Tillamook Street had one efldrgest concentrations of fing:
homes in the city, and this one was a prime examfladly, by the 1990’s, th -_' !
house had been converted to apartments and hadnbeaoterrible eyesore g
Beginning in 2001, a new owner began a restordtmsed on old photograph$
and the original architectural drawings. The glessopy has been reproducs
but the brackets were found on site. This lovelymbois now known 5
affectionately by the community as Irvington’s Gatase. National Registry. ¥

2023 NE 21st (corner of Tillamook). The CharlesPoéts House (faces NE 21st). 190is pretty Queen Anne
“Vernacular” Victorian retains most of its origingbrch and architectural lines. It has a lovelsdga. A similar house that
once stood next door to the south was replaceghastraents in the 1970s.

1927 NE Tillamook. The George Chamberlain HouE891 This large house
is a classic example of a Shingle Style Victoriahhe front was modified in 1904
when two bay windows on the front of the house veenpeared off, making it appear a
little like a Colonial Revival. This was the homke@regon Governor and US Senator
George Chamberlain. His daughter Carrie Lee wadfitat Rose Festival Queen in
1907 (Queen “Flora”). The massive tree in the Iseest corner of the front yard was
given to Carrie as a seedling from George Washirigtgarden at Mt. Vernon.
National Registry.

2116 NE 18th (corner of NE Tillamook). The Waltsrok House. 1907This oversized Craftsman Foursquare
built as a family home was at one time the Finrigimsulate. Today it operates as a hospice undeUtiited Methodist
Church and a cooperative of its residents. IntfidME 18th) is a Peace Pole, one of 50 plantedtherocountries
throughout the world. On the NE Thompson sideréisédents have constructed a contemplative garden.

1729 NE Tillamook. The Harry Kingsley House. 190M/is Craftsman Foursquare sits on an oversizealimwing
for a large vegetable garden and farm animalsyarite of local children. If you walk north on hi7to the rear of the
property you may catch sight of “Mooshe” the pollibd pig.

1748 NE Tillamook. The Loyal Kern House. 1916is fine brick Arts & Crafts executive residencéhwa Tudor
flair includes an English garden featuring a foimfaom the Hearst Castle in San Simeon, Califarrifde lower portion
of the house has well beveled bricks and pattehadfetimbers grace the gables above

1734 NE Tillamook. The Edward Dunn House. 191Gs beautiful house is a mix of the Arts & Craditsd English
Tudor and has a medieval look. The stoneworknislyi crafted of hard mortar.

1631 NE Tillamook. The Frank Gibbs House. 190bis executive Arts & Crafts home borrows elemdram the
Neoclassical and Colonial Revival. The originatgipelements are being restored from old photograprhe exterior

colors have been researched to match the originals

2110 NE 16th. The Coleman/Scott House. 191fis completely original classic

Colonial revival has been in one family’s ownershipce its construction. The interior
of the house features Tiffany light fixtures, ongi French wall fabrics and a 17 stop roll
player Estey pipe organ in the foy&ltational Registry



1617 NE Thompson. The Walter Hoover Houd80Q This is the first Prairie School styled residencsitkin
Irvington. The design, with adherence to the ppiles of Frank Lloyd Wright, is very pure and unrifedl. The stained
glass of vertical and angled strips is noteworthyvall.

1709 NE Thompson. The S.R. Murdock Hou€Q This executive home was converted in the 1920sdopdex
without losing its fine exterior. The current owsidope to restore it to a single family residence.

1803 NE Thompson. The E.R. Ellison House. 19k is a Craftsman Bungalow with a “swept-wingdfine of
original interlocking tiles. An original glass solum is on the west side of the first floor. Th®use is unusual in that it
has only had three owners and much of the oriduraishings remain.

1831 NE Thompson. The Harry Palmer House. 190%is elegant house is a Colonial Revival stylé.had been
converted to apartments and was in poor shape tieenourrent owners purchased it and began itsregiin, including
rebuilding the interior stairs.

2131 NE Thompson. The Irvington Tennis Club. 190% Irvington Tennis Club was founded in 1898atibhal
Registry.

2210 NE Thompson. The Michael Brady House. 19h® elegant and grand home
is in the Jacobean English style. It has haddwoers and very little modification.

2211 NE Thompson. The George Boschke House.. I%i®beautiful home is also
designed in the Jacobean English style. The agsct&in cost in 1910 is reported to have
been in excess of $15,000. Recent owners havelddgritiful garden areas.

2229 NE Thompson. The James Cameron House. I3 grand Colonial Revival home has been metialiou
restored. Lovely landscape work has recently lmeempleted.

2230 NE Thompson. The William Kennard House. 19b& is one of only two complete concrete bloaletings
surviving in the neighborhoods. The blocks useluitd this American Basic Craftsman house weredadland toned to
simulate basalt stone. This house was designeldebgrchitect of the Crater Lake Lodge.

2329 NE Thompson. The Fred Miller House. 19Irhis Colonial Revival style suggests Greek Ralior
neoclassical characteristics in the elaborate fcedrner pilasters, and window details. A thilebf dormer provides
access to the roof-top balustrade. The desigaitste be copied from the Virginia childhood honfevrs. Miller. This
executive home displays a fine pair of lonic colgnmthe front.

2330 NE Thompson. The Isham Smith House. 19ii%.is another example of the Prairie Styleuefice: typical
massing of windows, side eaves, decorative coroiyets, cornice, strong horizontal lines and erediarrace. Although
the home had lost its original glass and metal oneggthe current owners plan to recreate it.

2407 NE Tillamook. The William Fouch House. 1894hen this house was built, Irvington was stitdely
undeveloped. “Improvements” consisted of graded graveled streets, water mains and wood sidewdlkis house
suffered from the ravages of time and Portland’s wimters. Much of the exterior ornament had béamaged or
removed altogether when the current owners begarpénstaking job of restoring the house to itgiodl look, using
historic photographs as a guide.

2323 NE Tillamook. The Frank Doernbecker Hous®031 This is one of the finest executive homes built in
Irvington at the beginning of the century. Itsideseflects the taste of the “William Morris tréddn” of the Arts & Crafts
movement in England but contains a very high le¥eraftsmanship. National Registry.

2240 NE Tillamook. The Sion Wentworth House. 19Dé&signed by the architect for Crater Lake Lodiés
English Arts & Crafts house features river rocktba exterior. The house suffered through longs/@ara Latvian cultural



center and had been roughly converted to a dupl€ike current owners have accomplished a major negta and
renovation of this house.

1914 NE 22nd. The Robert Lytle House. 191i#s spectacular home is now The
Portland White House Bed and Breakfast Inn. Ifitimkeepers are in they may allow you
to see the first floor public rooms. Originallyilbhdor a lumberman, this grand mansion is a
composite of Colonial Revival (Corinthian colummas)d Mediterranean styles (Italianate
window shapes and tile roof). It was built at atoof $46,000. National Registry.

2166 NE Tillamook. The W.H. Dimmick House. 19Q0%is Craftsman Foursquare was nearly razed to build
condominiums a few years ago. New owners have atgpa wonderful restoration, including new laragsng.

DUPLEXES. On the north side of Tillamook, between NE 22nd &itfl 21st, three large duplexes were constructed in
1924-25. Designed to appear as single family honiesy complement the architecture and scale ohdten’s single
family homes. The first (2157-59) is a fine exdenpf the Spanish Colonial. Unfortunately it reqded a large Colonial
house built about 1892. The second (2147-59)dkssic example of the uncommon French Provindidé sThe third
(2131-33) is in the French Renaissance style witlrrat over the front door.

WHAT'S MISSING?

These fine homes were demolished and replacecthyreh in the 1970s.

2144 NE Tillamook (1911 photo) 1911 NE Tillamo(.908 photo)
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